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Need I fig: that we ſhould lay the fan- 
dation of ſucceſs, in theſe or any other me 
thods, by a conduct, which will ſhew to M 
around us, that we love religion, and that we 
above all things ſtudy to promote it? When 


e have convinced men of our activity and 


zeal, they will concur with our endeavours; 
and though we are fallible, and may proceed 
upon plans which circumſtances ſometimes 
render ' abortive, our work will not be loſt; 
To ſome it may Sem to be in vain; but; in the 
end, it will be crowned with ſuccel$,> 
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E that defires more perfæcly to under ſiand theſe 
rea Dochrines of Chriflianity, e 
read the Holy Scriptures,eſpecially St. Paul's Epiſtles tothe 
Romans and the Galatians. Vs * © Whoſeever giveth 
© his Mind ta Holy Seriptures, with diligent Study and 
« burning Defire, it cannot be that he ſbould be leſt wwith- 
ent Help. For either God auiil ſend him ſome Godly 
Doctor to teach him, or God bimyelf, from above, will 
< give Light unto his Mind, and teach-bim thoſe Things 
© avhichare neceſſary for bim: Man's human andavorld- 
« by Wiſdom or Science is not needful to the Underflanding 
© of Scripture ; but the Revelation of the Holy Ghoſt, 
c ho inſpireth, tb. true Myaning unte them that awith 
«Humility and Diligence elch, ore > „ 


» Homily of Reading the Holy Scriptures. 
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CV 
SALVATION of Mankind. 


| a, Ecauſe all Men are Sinners againſt God, and 
a Breakers of his Law, therefore can no Man by 
is Works be juſtified and made righteous bore God, 
But every Man is conftrained to ſeek for another Righ- 
teouſneſs, or Juſtification, to be receiyed at God's own 
Hands. Andthis Juſtification, or Righteouſneſs, which 
we receive of God's Mercy, and Chriſt's Merits em- 
braced by Faith, is taken, accepted, and allowed of 
God for our perfect and full Juſtification. For the more 
clear and full underſtanding hereof, it is our Part ever 
to remember, how that all the World, being wrapt th 
in Sin, God ſent his only Son into the World, to ful-] U 
fil the Law for us, and by ſhedding his Blood, to C 
make SatisfaQion to his Father ſor our Sins, to aſ- of 
ſwage his Indignation conceived againſt us. 
2. Inſomuch that Infants being baptiz d, and dying in Tr 
their Infancy, are by this Sacrifice waſhed from their Sins, Sg 
And they who in Act or Deed ſin after their n 
. | wack | 
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when they turn again io God unfeignedly, are likewiſe 
| waſhed by this Sacrifice from their Sins, in ſuch ſort that 
there remaineth not any Spot of Sin, that ſhall be im- 
N to their Damnation, This is that Juſtification, or 
Righteouſneſs Which St. Paul ſpeaketh of, when he 
ſaith, (Gal. ii.) No Man is juſtified by the Warks of 
ce Law, but by Faith in Jeſus Chriſt, And again, 
We are juſtified by the Faith of Chrift, and not þ the 
Works of the Law ; For by the Works of the Law ſpall 
%%... v nos 
3. The great Wiſdom of God in this Myſtery of our 
| Redemption, hath tempered hjs Juſticeand Mercy toge- 
ther, His Mercy he ſheweth, in delivering us from our 
Captivity, without requiring any Ranſom to be paid, 
or Amends to be paid on our Parts ; which thing by 
» | - 9s had been impoſſible to be done. And whereas it lay 
| not in us to do that, he provided a Ranſom for us, that 
v as, the precious Body and Blood of his own Son, who, 
beſides this Ranſom, fulfilled the Law for us perfectly. 
And ſo the Juſtice of God and his Mercy embraced to- 
gether, fulfilled the great Myſtery of our Redemption. 
4. Of this Juſtice and Mercy of God knit together, 
ſpeaketh St. Paul in the third Chapter to the Romans, 
All hawe finned and come Hort of the Glory of God: But 
art juhified freely by his Grace, thro” the Redemption that 


4 is in Jeſus Chriſt: Whom God hath. ſet forth to be 4 
* | Propitiation, thro' Faith in his Blood. And in the 10th, 
J Chrift is the End of the Laau for Righteouſneſs to every 
h. one that believeth : And in the 8th Chapter, That which 
on was impoſſible by the Law, inaſmuch as it isaweak thro? 


ch the Fleſh, God ſending his oaun Son in the Likene/; of 
m- ſinful Fleſb, and for 5 condemned Sin in the Fleſb: 
\ of | That the Righteouſneſs of the Law might be fulfilled in 
Ore us, who walk not after the Flehh but after the Spirit. 
ver. 5. In theſe Places the Apoſtle toucheth ſpecially 
rapt | three Things, which muſt go together in our Juſtification, 
ful- | Upon God's Part, his great Mercy and Grace; upon 
to Chriſt's Part, the Satisfaction of God's Juſtice, by the 
o aſ-| offering his Body, and ſhedding his Blood, with fulfilling 
| of the Law perfect. y and thoroughly; and upon our Part 
ug in True and Lively Faith in the Merits of Jeſus Chriſt. 


Sins| So that in our Juſtification there is not only God's Mer- 
atiim| 1 A 2 | 88 
hei 


of 


* 


(4) 
ey and Grace, but his Juſtice alſo. . And fo the Grace 
of God doth not ſhutout the Righeouſneſs of God in our 
Juſtification ; but only ſhatteth out the Righteouſneſs 
of Man; that is to ſay, the Righteouſneſs of our Works. 
6. And therefore St. Paul declareth nothing on the 
Behalf of Man, concerning his Juſtification; but-only 
a True and ey Faith, which itſelf is the Gift of 
| God. And yet t 0 | . 
tance, Hope, Love, and the Fear of God, to be 
joined with Faith in every Man that is juſtified, But 
it ſhatteth them out from the Office of Juſtifying. So 
that altho' they be all preſent together in him that is 
juſtified, yet they zaun not all together 

7. Neither doth Faith ſhut out Good Works, neceſ- 
ſarily to be done afterwards, of Duty towards God: 
| be we are moſt bounden to ſerve God, in doing Good 


orks, commanded in Scripture, all the Days of our 


Life.) But we may not do them to this Intent, to be 
juſtified by doing them. For allthe good Works we can 
do, are not able to deſerve our Juſtification : But our 
Juſtification cemeth freely of the mere Mercy of God: 
And of ſo great and free Mercy, that whereas all the 
World was not able to pay any Part towards.their Ran- 
Tom, it pleaſed him, without any of our deſerving, to 

are for us the moſt precious Jewels of Chriſt's Body 


and Blood, whereby our Ranſom might be paid, the Law 


fulfilled, and his Juſtice ſatisfied. So that Chriſt is now 


the Righteouſneſs of all them that truly believe in him. 


He for them paid their Ranſom by his Death. He for 
hem fulfilled the Laaw in his Life ; ſo that now in him 
and by him, every Chriſtian may be called a Fulfiller 
of the Law. Foraſmuch as that which their Infir- 
mity lacked, Chriſt's Righteouſneſs hath ſupplied. 
8. Ve have heard, that no Man can be juſtiſied by his 
own Works, inaſmuch as no Man fulfilleth the Law): 
And St. Paul, in his Epiſtle to the Galatians, proveth the 
ſame, ſaying, F there had been à Law given which 
could have juſtified, verily Righteouſneſs ſhould bawe 
been by the tt And again, Jf Righteouſneſs come by 
the Law, then is Chrift dead in vain. And to the Ephe- 


fan he ſaith, (Chap. ii.) By Grace are ye ſaved thro". 


Faith ; and that not of yourſelves : 1t is the Gift Wn : 
1 5 x * . 97 


at Faith, doth not ſhut out Repen- 


TEM 


er 


Net of Warks, left on Man ould boafl, And to be 
ſhort, the Sum of all Pauls Diſputation is this, 1 
Righttouſneſs com of Mori, then it cometh not of 
Grace: And if it come o Grace, tben it cometh not of 
Mor. And to this End tend all the Prophets, as 
St. Peter ſaith, (Ads, x. 43.) Io him give all theProphets 
witneſs, that thro'. his. Name, , whoſoever believeth in 
him. (hall receive Remiſfion of Sins. 
9. And that we are juſtiied only by this true and lively 
Faith in Chriſt, ſpeak all the ancient Authors; eſpecially 
Origin, St. Cyprian, St. Chryſoflom, Hilary, Baſil, St. 
Ambroſe, and St. Auguſtin : By which they take away 
clearly all Merit of our Works, and wholly aſcribe. 
our Juſtification unto Chriſt only. This Faith the Holy 
Scripture teacheth us, is the flrong Rock and Foundation of - 
the Chriſtian Religion. This Doctrine all ancient Authors. 
of Chriſt's Church do approve. This Doctrine ſetteth forth 
the true Glory e Chrift, and beateth doaus the vain 
Glory of Man. This whojeever denieth, is not to be ac- 
counted for a Chriſtian Man, nor for a letter forth of 
Chrift*s Glory; but for an Adwverſary to Chriſt and 
' bis Goſpel, and for a ſetter forth of Man's Vain-glory, 
10. But that this true Doctrine of Juſtification by Faith 
may be truly underſtood, obſerve, that Juſtification is the 
Office of God only; and is not a Thing which we ren- 
der unto him, but which we receive of him by his free 
Merey, thro! the only Merits of his beloved Son. And 
the true Senſe of this Doctrine, we are ju/tified freely by 
Faith without Works, or, we are juſtified by Faith is 
Chriſt only, is not, that this our own Act to believe in 
Chriſt, or this our Faith in Chriſt, which is within us, 
_ doth juſtify us; (for that were to account. ourſelves to 
be juſtified by ſome AR or Virtue that is within our- 
ſelves) but thataltho' we have Faith, Hope, and Charity 
within us, and do never ſo. many Works thereunto z 


yet we muſt renounce the Merit of all, of Faith, Hope, 
Charity, and all other Virtues and good Works, which 

we either have done, ſhall do, or can do, as far tog 
weak to deſerve our Juſtification : For which there- 
fore we muſt truſt only in God's Mercy, and the Sa- 
crifice which Chriſt offered for us on the Croſs. 
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eri. As then Fob# Baptiſt, N a Man 
de Was, yet in this Matter of forgiving Sin pat the 
People from him, and pointed them to Chriſt; faying, 
Behold the Lamb of God which taketh aauay the Sins of 
de World: Even ſo as great and godly a Virtue as. 
Faith is, it putteth us from itſelf, and pointeth vs to 
Chriſt, to have only by him Remiſſion of Sins or Juſ- 
tification. - So that our Faith, as it were, ſaith unto 
ns thus : I in not I that taketh axyay your Sins.” It is 
Chrift only, and to him alone I ſeni yon for that Pur. 
poſes for ſaking all your good Virtues, Words, Thoughts, 
227 Yorks, and putting your Truff in Chrift only. © 
12. And in truth, neither our Faith nor our Works 
Do juſtify us; that is, deſerve Remiſſion of our Sins : 
But God himſelf doth- Juſtify us, of his own Mercy, 
thro? the Merits of his Son only. Nevertheleſs, becauſe 
by Faith given us of God, we embrace'the Promiſe of 
dd's Mercy, and of the Remiſſion of our Sins; therefore 
the Scripture ſaith, hat Faith doth juſtiſy, yea, Faith 
evithout Works, And as it is all one to ſay, Faith with» 
ou? Works, and Only Faith doth juſtiſy us, therefore the 
Ancient Fathers from Time to Time ſpeak thus: Only 
Faith juſtifiethus, meaning no other than St. Pau meant 
when he ſaith, Faith auitbout Works juſtißeth us. And 
becauſe this is wrought through the only Merits of 
Chriit; and not thro' our Merits, or thro? the Merit 
of any Virtue we have within us, or of any Work 
that cometh from us: Pherefore, in that reſpect, we 
renounce, as it were, again, Faith, Works, and all 
| other Virtues. For our Corruption through original 
n Sin is ſo great, that all our Faith, Charity, Words, 
and Works cannot merit or deſerve any Part of our 
| 7 uftification for us. And therefore we thus ſpeak, 
umbling ourſelves to God, and giving to our Savi- 
our Chriſt all the Glory of our Juſtification. 
13. To juſtify then, is the Office of God to Man. 
Dur Office and Duty to God is not to paſs our Time 
finfully or unfruitfully : For this were to ſerve the De- 
= vil, and not God. For that Faith which bringeth not 
| forth Repentance, but either evil Works, or no good 
= Works, is not a right, pure, and living Faith, but a 
dead and deviliſh one, as St, Paul and St. James _ 
15 1 01 
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(79 n, 
For even the Devils believe, 'That Chrift cas born off © 
aVirgin:' That be auroug ht all Kind of Miracles, declar- 
ing himſelf ry God: That for our Sakes he ſuffered a 
moſt painful Death, to redeem us from Death everlaſting : 
That be roſe again the third Day: That he aſcended into 
Heaven, and fitteth at the Right-hand of the Father; 
and at the End of the World hall come again is judge” 

both the/Duick and the Dead. Theſe Articles of our 
Faith the Devils believe, and ſo they believe all that is 
written in the Old and New Teſtament. And yet for all 
this Faith, they be but Devils, They remain ſtill in their 
damnable Eflate, lacking the very true Chriſtian Faith. 
14. Tbe rigbi and true - Chriſtian Faith, is not only 
to believe that Holy Scripture, and the Articles of our 
Faith are true; but alſo, to have a. ſure Truſt and 
Confidence, to be ſaved from everlafling Damnation by 
Chrift.; whereof doth follow a kwing Heart to.obey his 
% ended of ns ARE ie. 
15. And this true Chriftian Faith, neither any De- 
vil hath, nor yet any Man, who in outward: Profeſſion, 
in his receiving the Sacraments, in coming to Church, 
and in all other outward Appearances, ſeemeth to be 
a Chriſtian, and yet in his Life ſheweth the contrary, 
For how can a Man have this true Faith, ſure Traft 
and Confidence in God, that by the Merits of Chris 
his. Sins. are forgiven, and he reconciled to the Favour 
of God, when he denieth Chriſi in his Works? Surely no 
ungodly Man can have this Faith, and Truſt in God? 
16. If we do truly believe, that whereas we were cons 
demn'd to Hell and Death everlaſting, God hath given 
his own Son to take our Nature upon him, and to ſuffer 
Death for our Offences, to juſtify us, and to reſtore us to 
Life everlaſting: If we truly believe, that he hath made 
us his dear Children Brethren unto his only Son, and In- 
heritors with Him of his eternal Kingdom of Heaven; 
theſe great and merciful Benefits of God will move us 
to render ourſelves unto God wholly, with all our Hearts, 
Might, and Power, to ſerve him in all good Works, to 
ſeek in all Things his Glory; evermore dreading tooffend 
in Word, Thought, or Deed, ſuch a merciful God and 
loving Redeemer. They will alſo move us, to be ever 
ready for his Sake to give ourſelves to our Wr 
e 


* 


deavour, to do Good to every Man. Theſe are the 
Fruits ok true Faith, to do . as much as 
lieth in us, to every Man; and above all Things, and 


in all Things, to advance the Glory of God: To 


whom be Praiſe and Honour, World without End! 
Of TUT CHRISTIAN FAITH. 


| 14 firſt coming unto God is through Faith, 


whereby we are juſtified before God; but leſt 
any Man ſhould be deceived, for want of right'under- 
ſtanding thereof, it is diligently to be noted, that Faith 
is taken in Scripture two Ways : There is one Faith, 
which the Scripture calleth a dead Faith; and this, by 
St. James, is compared to the Faith of Devils, who 
believe and tremble, and yet do nothing well: And 
ſuch a Faith as this have wicked Chriſtians, who pro- 
eſs they know Ged, but in Works deny bim. 

2. This Faith is, a Perfwaſuon that there is a God, 
21d a Belief of all the Truths contain'd in his Word. So 

that it con ſiſleth only in believing that the Word of God 
is true. And this is not properly called Faith, But as he 
that readeth Cæſur's Commentary, tho! he believeth it 
to be true, yet it is not properly ſaid, to believe in Cæſar, 
of whom he looketh for no Benefit : Even ſo he that be- 
lieveth all the Bible to be true, and yet liveth ungodly, is 
not properly ſaid to believe in God: For he hath not 
ſuch a Faith and Truſt in God, whereby he-ſurely 
looketh for Grace, Mercy, and everlaſting Life at 
God's Hand. For inaſmuch as Faith' without Works 
is dead, it 13 not Faith, as a dead Man 1s not a Man, 

3. Another Faith there is in Scripture, which is not 
idle or unfruitful, but (as St. Pau declares) ring by 
Lowe. And as that is called a dead Faith, fo this may be 
called a Quick or Living Faith. This i not only a Belief 
of the Articles of our Faith ; but alſo a true Truft and 
Confidence of the Mercy of God through our Lord Jeſus 
Chrift, and a fledfafi Hope of all good Things at God's 
Hand: A Confidence, that tho* we ſhould fall from 


| | | bim 
It is the Doctrine of the Church of England, to which every 


Miniſter of our Church hath Subicribed, in Subſcribing the 3 5th 


* 


* be done. 


and as much as lieth in us, to ſtudy with all our En- 


Article, That, “ without, or before this, can ag god Wan 


2. 28228 e e 


| (9) 
him by Sin, yet if we return to him by true Repen- 
_ tance, he will forgive our Offences for his Son's Sake; 
and make us Inheritors of his N Kingdom: 


That in the mean time he will be our Protector and 
Defender, and not withdraw his Mercy finally from 
us, if we commit ourſelves wholly unto him, hang 
only upon him, and call upon him, ready to obey 
and ſerve him. This is the True, Living, Chriſtian 
Faith; which is not in the Mouth, and outward Pro- 
feſſion only, but it liveth and ſtirreth inwardly in the 
Heart: And this Faith is not without Hope and Truſt 
in God, nor without the Love of God, and of our 
Neighbour, nor without the Fear of God, nor with- 
out the Defire to hear God's Word, and to follow the 
ſame, in avoiding Evil, and gladly doing all good Works. 
4. Of this Faith, three Things are ſpecially to be no- 
ted; firſt, that it is fruitful in bringing forth good Works ; 
ſecondly, that without it can no good Works be done; 
thirdly, what good Works this Faith doth bring forth. 
5. For the jr fl, as Light cannot be hid, but will ſhew 
itſelf at one Place or other; ſo true Faith cannot be hid, 
but will break out, and ſhew itſelf by good Works. And 
as the living Body of a Man ever exerciſeth ſuch Things 
as belong to a living Body, for Nouriſhment and Prefer- 
vation of the ſame; even ſo the Soul that hath a living 
Faith, will be always doing ſome good Work, which 
ſhall declare that it is living. Therefore, if any Man 
fancy he is ſet at Liberty from doing good Works, it is a 
manifeſt Token he hath no tiue Faith; yea, he knoweth 
not what true Faith meaneth. For true Chriſtian Faith 
is not only a Belief of all the Things of God which are 
contained in Holy Scripture; but alſo an earneſt Truſtand 
Confidence in God that he is careful over us, as the Fa · 
ther is over the Child whom he loveth, and that he will be 
merciful to us for his Son's Sake. And this true Faith, 
when we conſider what God hath done for us. is alſo 
mov'd thro? continual Aſſiſtance of the Spirit of God, to 


| ſerve and pleaſe him, to keep his Favour, to fear his 


Diſpleaſure, to continue his obedient Children; ſhewing - 
Thankfulneſs by obſerving his Commandments,and that 
freely, for true Love chiefly, and not for Dread of Pu- 
niſhment,or Love of temporal Reward ; confidering how 

5 | clearly, 


3 


610) 
clearly, without our Deſervings, we have freely re- 
ceived his Mercy and Pardon. j 
6. Therefore, if it do not appear in our Conver- 
ſation, the Faith we pretend to have is but feigned: 
Becauſe True Faith is manifeſtly ſhewn by good Living, 
and not by Words only: As St. Auguſtin faith, Good 
Living cannot be ſeparated from true Faith, aubich 
evorketh by Love: And St. Chry/oflom, Faith is full 
of Good Works ; and as ſoon as a Man beliewtth, he 
Hall be adorned with them. How plentiful it is of 
Good Works, St. Pau/ teacheth at large in the 11th 
Chapter to the Hebrews ; evidently e that 
true Faith is no unfruitful Thing, but a Thing of 
ne Virtue, of wonderful Operation and Strength, 
ringing forth all good Motions and good Works. 

7. Every Man therefore muſt diligently examine him- 
ſelf, whether he hath this Faith in his Heart or not. He 
that feeleth his Heart ſet to ſeek God's Honaur, and lead - 
eth not his Life after his own Deſire, but ſetteth his Mind 
to ſerve God for his own Sake, and for his Sake to love 
all his Neighbours, whether they be Friends or Adverſa- 
ries, doing Good to every Man, (as Opportunity ſerveth) 
and willingly hurting no Man; ſuch a Man may well re- 
joice in God, perceiving by his Life, that he hath a living 
Faith. But he that doth not live according to God's 
Words,deceiveth himſelf if he think he believeth in him. 
8. Let us then by our Works declare our Faith to 
be the living Chriſtian Faith: And by ſuch Virtues 
as ought to ſpring out of Faith, Let us add to, or in 
eur Faith, Virtue ; in our Virtue, Knowledge ; in our 
Knowledge, Temperance ; in our Temperance, Patience ; 
in our Patience, Godlineſs ; in our Godlineſs, Brotherly- 
kindneſs ; and in Brotherly-kindneſi, Charity. So 
ſhall we both certify our Conſcience, that we are in the. 
Tight Faith, and alſo confirm other Men. If you feel 
and perceive ſuch a Faith in you, rejoice in it, and be 
diligent to maintain it. Let it be daily encreaſing more 
and more by good Works ; ſo ſhall you be ſure 
that you ſhall pleaſe God, and when his Will is, receive 
the End of your Faith, even the Salvation of your Souls. 
9. The ſecond Thing that was noted of True Faith 
as, that without it can no good Works be done: For 
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a: the Branch cannot bear Fruit of itſelf, ſaith our Saviour 


Chriſt, except it abide in the Vine; no more can ye, except 


ye abide in me. I am the Vine ; ye are the Branches : He 
that abideth in me and 1 in him, he bringeth forth much 
Fruit : for without me ye can do nothing. And St. Paul 

roveth that Enoch had Faith, becauſe he pleaſed God: 


For without Faith, ſaith he, it is impoſſible to pleaſe bim. 


10. Faith giveth Life to the Soul: And they are as 
much dead to God who want Faith, as they are to the 
World, whoſe Bodies want Souls. Without Faith all we 
do is but dead before God, be it ever ſo glorious before 
Man. Even as a Picture is but a dead Repreſentation of 
the Thing itſelf; ſo are the orks of thoſe who have not 


Faith before God. They are but Shadows of good and 


living Things, and a” at and living Things indeed : 
For without Faith no Work is good before God. We 
muſt ſet no good Works before Faith. Let no Man, 
* ſaith St. Jugu/tin,reckon upon his good Works before 
© his Faith; for where Faith was not, good Works were 
not. There is one Work in which are all good Works, 
that is, Faith which worketh by Love. If thou haſt 
© this, thou haſt the Ground of all good Works: With- 
© out this, thou haſt only the Shadows of them,” 
11. To the ſame Purpoſe, faith St. Chry/oftom, Many 
* who have not the true Faith, yet flouriſh in Works of 


Mercy; but the chief Work is lacking, to believe in 


© him whom God hath ſent. So ſoon as a Man hath 
s Faith, he ſhall flouriſh in Good Works. For Faith is 
full of good Works, and nothing is good without Faith. 
They tha: ſhine in good Works without Faith, are like 


dead Men who have goodly and precious 'Tombs. - 


Faith cannot be naked without Good Works, for 
* then it 15 no true Faith ; and when it is adjoined to 
Works, yet it is above the Works. For as Men firit 
have Life, and after are nouriſhed ; ſo muſt our Faith 
in Chriſt go before, and after be nouriſhed with good 
Works. And Life may be without Nouriſhment, but 
s Nouriſhment can't be without Life. A Man muſt needs 
be noi riſhed by Good Works, but firſt he muſt have 
Faith. He that doth Good Works, yet without Faith, 
© he hath no Life. I can ſhew a Man that by Faith 

without Works lived and came to Heaven: But 
| - | + without 
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